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SUNDAY, 

NOVEMBER 27, 2011 

 Rev. Deborah Morgan-Stokes 

Preaching 

8:30 am — Chapel 

9:30 am — The Table 

10:50 am — Sanctuary 

 

SERMON 
“Tbe Angel and Zechariah” 

 

SCRIPTURE 
Luke 1:5-20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I t’s hard to believe that its 
Thanksgiving week already—and 

that the first Sunday of Advent is this 
coming Sunday! 
 
     Maybe it’s because of the 
unseasonably warm Fall we’ve had thus 
far, but it certainly hasn’t begun to feel 
like Christmas. 
 
     That’s why I’m grateful for the season 
of Advent.  With four Sundays to prepare 
for the Christ Child’s birth, Christmas 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ sneak up on us like this 
Thanksgiving week has. 

 

     To help get ready for Christmas, our 
worship department has offered a 
focused theme for us to consider:  “The 
Angels of Advent.” 
 
     Each Sunday’s worship will revolve 
around one of the angelic visitations that 
surrounded the birth of Jesus.  You’re 
invited to read ahead, starting this week! 
 

 1st Sunday:   The Angel and Zechariah 
Luke 1:5-20 

 

2nd Sunday:   The Angel and Mary 
Luke 1:26-38 

 

3rd Sunday:   The Angel and Joseph 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

4th Sunday:   ¢ƘŜ !ƴƎŜƭǎΩ  {ƻƴƎ 
Luke 2:8-20 

 

Christmas Day:   The Angels Still Guide Us 
Matthew 2:1-15 

      
Continued on Page 2 

Sing We Now of ChristmasSing We Now of ChristmasSing We Now of Christmas   
EAST DALLAS  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH SANCTUARY 

Sunday, December 18, 2011 at 6:30 PM 

GLORIA By Giacomo Puccini 

Chancel Choir & Tenor Soloist, Mark Malloy with Chamber Orchestra & Organist, Dr. Amy Stewart 
 

And DelightfulMusic of the SeasonAnd DelightfulMusic of the SeasonAnd DelightfulMusic of the Season   
Chancel Choir, Childrenôs Choir, and Bell Choir  

with special guests Chamber Orchestra of the Fort Worth Symphony 
and Cast of Bronze Bell Choir 

 

 
Homemade Christmas Cookie Reception following in the Great Hall 

No reservation required.  An offering will be taken during the concert. 
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Rev. Deborah 

Continued from Page 1 

     As we move into Advent and listen for the words and songs of Angels, I invite us to consider with thanksgiving the 
angels in our own lives.  Who are the people who “watch over you?”  Who are the people who bring you good tidings, 
who help find your direction? 
 
     May we lift up our hearts to God in praise for our “earth angels” at our Thanksgiving tables Thursday, sharing these 
prayerful sentiments, if not these words: 
 

We gather as grateful people this day 
Blessed by the ones you’ve sent our way. 

  
Families that share every laugh, ever care, 

Through ties that bind, joined hands in prayer. 
 

We remember those absent from our tables too. 
Those “angels” we miss who are feasting with You. 

 
For friends who join us to lift up a cup 

Toasting great friendships as together we sup. 
 

For church families like ours at EDCC, 
We share Christ’s mission eternally. 

 
For the dream of a nation which continues to thrive  
Despite woes of economies and war’s loss of lives. 

 
We have learned so much from the struggles of old-- 

To persevere, to keep the dream, to know that God still holds… 
 

God holds us fast, those who hunger and thirst 
God holds us even when life feels at its worst. 

 
God holds us close in our want, in our grief. 

God guides us whenever we seek relief. 
 

 And God sends us angels when most we need them 
Singing songs of hope—a heavenly hymn. 

 
So raise voices in praise on Thanksgiving Day 

And give thanks to God for the chance to pray. 
 

 
Thank you, O God of Creation and Abundance. 
Thank you, for the gifts of Angels among us.  

 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving, church family! 
 



FELLOWSHIP CLASS 

Helen Hillbish 
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SANDERS CLASS 

Judy Garrett 

November 20, 2011 

     This Thanksgiving season brought 50 to class 
today to be led by Kenneth Melvin, accompanied by 
Akiko Nakahara, in singing “Count Your Blessings, 
Name Them One by One.”  Christine Van Cleave had 
a good sunshine report: John Kilpatrick was here 
today and Ginger Hartman is improving in rehab.  Lu 
Couch was not able to be in class because of back 
trouble.  Happy Birthday was sung to Sue Turner.  
Christine did double duty as she gave the prayer, 
reminding us of the many things we had to be 
thankful for.  Everyone was so glad to welcome 
back Paula Holland after her wreck last week on the 
way to church.  She made the announcements of 
the coming week, reminding all of the church lunch 
today and the Christmas Decoration Day at EDCC on 
Saturday 9:am to l:00pm.  She thanked Mamie 
Barberee for the refreshments and turned it over to 
David Mitchell, our teacher from the lesson, 
“Praying as God’s People,” from the Sermon on the 
Mount. 

 

      David used the analogy of God’s understanding 
of what we are praying for as a parent knows what 
a child is asking for.  Go to God not to give 
information but to listen to God’s response.  God 
knows what your needs are.  Are you telling God 
what he needs to hear or is God telling you what 
you need to know?  He read the scripture about 
prayer from Matthew 6:5-6.  As a personal note, I 
remember my mother telling me that God always 
answers prayers, just not always the way we 
expect.  Thank you, David, for another meaningful 
lesson. 

     Paula closed with her thought for the day:  
“Wisdom is the quality that keeps you from getting 
into situations where you need it.” 

 

November 20, 2011 
 Our class followed the superb musical 
direction of Les Findley and Doris Holmes, and 
then we feasted on cookies from Doris in 
celebration of Sam Holmes' birthday. He 
continues his treatments at The Forum - and we 
hope he enjoyed his cake!  Our president, Bob 
Fegraeus, learned that he'll need physical 
therapy to deal with his spinal stenosis. Mildred 
Gilbert continues her rehab at the Highlands as 
her sister, Flo Philpot, works through her 
treatments (and she's half-way there!). Linda 
Kirk manages to care for Leon at home, while 
Betty Davison adjusts to her new medications. 
We send our best wishes for healing to all of 
our classmates, and especially to our teacher, 
John Hearne. 
 

 The head cheerleader for TCU, Jimmie 
Smith, continued our study of Matthew and the 
Sermon on the Mount with directions on 
prayer.   The  word   “secret"  is  repeated many  

 

times, encouraging followers of Jesus to pray 
honestly, humbly, from the heart. The Lord's 
Prayer is meant for the disciples and for all of 
us who want to follow God's rules in the name 
of Jesus. Jimmie remembered that Waneta 
Bennett was a great prayer-giver from our 
class. Waneta prayed about everything  
sincerely. She never prayed just "for show." The 
lesson mentioned that Abba is a term of loving 
endearment for a father (not just the name of 
the Swedish singing group).  Our prayers to God 
should reflect those of children to their fathers 
- asking for basic needs, asking for forgiveness 
for ourselves and others, and asking for a 
father's guidance during times of temptation. 
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MEMBER NEWS AND EVENTS 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
 

 

 

 

 

Attention Parents — Our 
EDCC Children’s Choir, 
ages three through fifth 
grade, is rehearsing each 
Sunday in preparation for 
the Christmas Season. The 
rehearsals are the last 
fifteen minutes of Children’s 
Church.   They will be part of 
the Sing We Now of 
Christmas presentation on 
Sunday, December 18th, 
6:30 PM, as well as a 
Sunday morning Advent 
worship service. 

How beautiful was the Great Hall at our Thanks-For-Giving Luncheon Celebration on Sunday, Nov. 20th! 
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MARIANO’S PRESENTATION TO ELM 

     Thanks to everyone’s support by dining at Mariano’s the first 
week in November, ELM received a check for $5,000.00!    We 
sincerely appreciate Mariano’s most generous donation to the 
English Language Ministry.  Judy Garrett a member of the ELM 
board along with Ellen Mata, Executive Director of ELM, received 
the check from the General Manager, Justin Hill. 

  

Thank you, Mariano’s!!!! 
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COMPASSION ACTIONéANGEL TREE 

 

     Christmas time is just around the corner and East Dallas Christian 
Church is partnering this year with Reconciliation Outreach by 
supporting their Christmas Wish program for needy children from 
birth to 18 years old in the East Dallas community!  Many families in 
the community have applied for Christmas gifts to help their children 
have a “Very Merry Christmas” this season.  
 

      You have the opportunity to “adopt” a child from a needy family 
within the Reconciliation Outreach ministry and the surrounding East 
Dallas community. These families qualify through an application 
process and are specially selected based on their need.  
 

     Please take the time during this busy season to pray about your part in adopting a child for Christmas. I 
know that finances are difficult for so many right now as the economy has seemed to go from bad to 
worse. These children don’t need an expensive gift; they would just like to receive a gift this Christmas.   
 

     The Angel Tree is located in the breezeway of EDCC.  Instructions are located on the table beside the tree. 
 

     We will need to collect all of the gifts by Sunday, December 11 when Santa is here to receive them 
during our Christmas Lunch. All gifts are to be unwrapped. Reconcilation Outreach will be providing gift 
wrapping stations for the parents to wrap their children’s gifts! This will make the gifts extra special and 
allow parents to play a distinct role in ensuring their children get a gift for Christmas this year.  Last year, 
over 600 needy children received gifts! Even more are expected to apply for help this year. 
 
     EDCC will also be volunteering to help organize the gifts one night during the week of December 12. The 
evening has not yet been assigned. 
 
     If you have any questions, please contact Janie Autz in the church office or email janie@edcc.org.   

Memorial Gifts 

November 13, 2011 
 

In Memory of Catherine Ingram Doyle 

 Don and Barbara Morris ï Undesignated Memorial Gift 

 Billie Ruth Welsh ï Undesignated Memorial Gift 

 Michael and Marla Boone ï Undesignated Memorial Gift 

 Betty and John Martin ï Undesignated Memorial Gift 

 Henry and Akiko Nakahara ï Undesignated Memorial Gift 

 The Constantin Foundation, Inc. ï Undesignated Memorial Gift 

 Allen Morris ï Undesignated Memorial Gift 

 

In Memory of Steve Holley 

     Yvonne Clark ï Undesignated Memorial Gift 
This Sunday, November 27th,  
is the First Sunday of Advent. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=lighting+the+first+advent+candle&view=detail&id=F3D5640892906B17162927221CECF554AE4ABCBC&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


OPPORTUNITIES @ EAST DALLAS  

Regular at EDCC 
 Elder’s Prayer Breakfast - Tuesdays (7 a.m., Disciples Room) 
 Knit Witters - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays (10 a.m., Disciples Room) 
 Praise Team Practice - Tuesdays (5 p.m., Alexander’s Stage) 
 Faith and Grief Luncheon (2nd Thursday of month; Baylor, 12 Noon—1 PM) 
 Bible Study - Wednesdays (10 a.m., Disciples Room) 
 Staff Meeting - Tuesdays  (1:30 p.m., Disciples Room) 

Sunday, November 27 
        8:30 a.m. Worship and Communion, Chapel   
         9:30 a.m. Table Worship, Community Room 
 10:10 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 10:50 a.m. Worship and Communion, Sanctuary 
 11:30 a.m. High School Youth Discussion/Communion, Parlor 
 12:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

Monday, November 28 
  9:00 a.m. ELM Classes 
 

Tuesday, November 29 
  9:00 a.m. ELM Classes 
  1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 
  7:30 p.m. Faith in the City Pub Night 
 

Wednesday, November 30 
  9:00 a.m.  ELM Classes 
  6:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

Thursday, December 1 
  9:00 a.m. ELM Classes 
 

Saturday, December 3 
  4:00 p.m. Vocal Arts Competition, Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, December 4 
 8:30 a.m. Worship and Communion, Chapel 
 9:20 a.m. Coffee Fellowship, Great Hall 
 9:30 a.m. Table Worship, Community Room 
 10:10 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 10:50 a.m. Worship and Communion, Sanctuary 
 11:30 a.m. High School Youth Discussion/Communion, Parlor 
 12:00 noon Advent Workshop and Luncheon, Great Hall 
    EDCC Foundation Board Meeting, Disciples Room 
 12:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
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ELDERS SERVING  
THIS SUNDAY 
Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ 

Presiding: Joe Stalcup 
Cup: Mike Voigt 
Loaf: Daniel Wells 
Chapel & Table: Joanne Wilson  
Fowler: Julie Alexander 
Preparation:  Steven Baker 
 Brian Soap 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ   

Joseph Hill 23rd 

Rhonda Evans 25th 

Bobbette Hedick 26th 

Chris Kuers 26th 

Sue Turner 26th 

Marsha Mott 27th 

Kathy Lawrence 28th 

Visitors 
Sunday, November 20, 2011 

 
Jerri and Logan Brooks 
Keith and Jan Butynes 
Lori Earls 
Rusty Fox 
Mike French 
Susan Mosty 
Robin and Nancy Friedel 
Carl Larson 
Susan Mustard 
Mary Jo Pennington 
Sally Queen 
Ann Brewer Riza, Jake and Luke 
Joy and Brad Riza 

ADVENT READERS 
November, 27, 2011 

 
8:30 AM Chapel 
Joanne Wilson 

 
10:50 AM Sanctuary 
Nick & Micah James 

Banana Boxes for Mike’s Kids Ministry 
     Gift boxes are placed in  the hallways of EDCC , 
for the Mike’s Kids Ministry, through Dec. 11th,  to 
collect your gifts of toys, clothes, canned goods, 
beans and rice, etc.  These gifts are then packed into 
banana boxes, shipped and distributed to the  
“poorest of the poor” children in Los Fresnos, TX and 
an orphanage just across the border. Thank you, 
EDCC members and visitors,  for your generosity!  
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EDCC JOYS & CONCERNS 

Each Tuesday from 7-9 a.m., a group of EDCC elders gathers for prayer.   
From wherever you may be during this time period, the elders 

invite you to join them in prayer, using this prayer list or your own.   

 

JOYS 

Celebrating and giving thanks for: 

 All the world’s youth, represented by Isaiah Ogren 

 Our young adults away at college or in town, including Christian Bentley 

 An inspiring Consecration Sunday service as we contemplated the question, “What does the Lord require of us?” 

 Enjoying the delightful Thanks-for-Giving Luncheon.  Wonderful food—wonderful fellowship!  Thanks to Peggy and 
her crew for the Thanksgiving feast and beautifully decorated Great Hall.  And how about those desserts furnished 
by Sunday School class cooks! 

 Relieved that Paula Holland was uninjured in her car crash last Sunday.  Her car, however, did not fare so well. 

 Nick James back in Texas! 

 Mariano’s $5,000 gift to ELM. 

CONCERNS 
Pray for those in our Church Family: 
 Linda and Leon Kirk 

 John Kilpatrick 

 Mildred Gilbert 

 Flo Philpot 

 Ginger Hartman 

 Becca Mitchell 

 Emily Chenevert 

 Logan Garrett 
Pray for those Outside our Congregation: 

 Special prayers for Head Start 

 David Mitchell’s father 

 Bill Sparkman 

 Kim Whatley 

 Denise Nel, friend of Mark Alexander 

 Bob Stalcup, brother of Joe 

 Ron Joplin 
Pray for Ongoing Concerns in our Congregation, including: 

 Dru Milligan 
Pray for Ongoing Concerns Outside our Congregation, including: 
 Agnes Onouha 
Pray for those Serving in the Military, especially: 

 Doug Rauschelbach 
Pray for Those Seeking Employment, including: 

 Myra Trejo 
Pray for our Limited Activity Members, including: 

 Tex Hilliard 
Pray for our Ministries, including: 

  Angel Tree 



 

Rev. Deborah Morgan-Stokes 

Senior Minister 
 

Rev. Nathan Hill 

Minister of Church Life 
 

Keith Critcher 

Minister of Music and Worship 
 

Rev. Micah James 

Minister of Youth 
 

Rev. Patricia Maples 

Parish Wellness Minister 
 

Janie Autz 

Director of Outreach Ministry 
 

Raymond Tolentino 

Business Administrator 
 

Peggy McCurdy 

Program Coordinator 
 

Dr. Amy Stewart 

Organist 
 

Douglass Anne Cartwright 

Table Ministry Intern 
 

Jan Sloan 

Secretary 
 

Courtney Morgan 

Building Superintendent 
 

Phoebe Gonzales 

Head Custodian 
 

Damaso Luna 

Security  
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SUNDAY SERVICES  
  8:30 A.M. - Chapel 
  9:30 A.M. - Alexander’s  Stage  
10:50 A.M. - Sanctuary 
 

Sunday School for ALL ages at 9:30 A.M. 

629 N. Peak St.   
Dallas, TX  75246 
(214) 824 - 8185 

  
PO Box 710329 

Dallas, TX  75371 
www.edcc.org 

A Congregation of the Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ) of the U.S. and Canada 

Church Newsletter 

Date Sensitive 

Please Expedite 

 
 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 
 

     It is time to order Christmas Poinsettia 
plants that will adorn the Chapel and 
Sanctuary during this Advent Season. The 
cost is $10 per plant.  Watch for bulletin 
insert order forms in the worship bulletins 
on Sundays, Nov. 27th, Dec. 4th and Dec. 
11th.  Simply fill out the form, stating in 
whose honor or memory the plant is being 
purchased, and place it along with your $10 
payment (cash or check) in the offering as it 
is passed to you.  The deadline for ordering 
poinsettias is Sunday, Dec. 11th.  The 
poinsettias will be displayed on Sundays, 
Dec. 18th and Dec. 25th. 


