
From Our Church Life Minister From Our Senior Minister 

 WORD FROM THE WELLNESS 
MINISTRY 

 BABY SHOWER FOR MICAH 

 DISCIPLES MEN TO MEET 

 SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY FOR THE 
LAITY 

 NTA LEADERSHIP EVENT 

 CHILI COOK-OFF 

 AMAHL  AND THE NIGHT  

      VISITORS—JAN. 18, 20, & 21 

 

 

 

NTA Leadership Event 2 

Sunday School News 3 

Compassion Action 4 

Word from Wellness 
Ministry 

5 

Elders Serving 6 

Joys and Concerns 7 

Volume 13, Number 1 Wednesday, January 4, 2012 

Inside this Issue …. 

Special Points of Interest… 

SUNDAY, 

JANUARY 8, 2012 
 

 

 Rev. Deborah Morgan-Stokes 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 
“Beam Me Up” 

 

 

SCRIPTURE 
John 1:1-5, 8:12 

Continued on Page 2 

Preaching 

8:30 am — Chapel 

9:30 am — The Table 

 

The Stalcup School of Theology for the Laity 
 

Wellsprings of Generosity:  Giving as a Spiritual Practice 
 

 

                          Carol F. Johnston, Assoc ia te Professor of Theology and  Culture  

                            and  Direc tor of Lifelong Theologic a l Educ a tion,  

                            Christian Theologic a l Seminary 
                   

                       Saturday, January 7, 2012  

                       9:00 a.m. – 1:45 p.m.  

 Northway Christian Church 7202 W. Northwest Hwy, Dallas, TX  
 

For more information or to register call 817.257.7580 or www.brite.edu/stalcup  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

H 
 

appy New Year! 
 

     On Sunday, I was grateful to see so 
many of you and begin our New Year 
the right way (at least for me) – eating 
some great food, witnessing your joy 
and vibrancy, and sharing communion 
together. 

     I have to give a special thanks to 
Peggy McCurdy, Brenda Jones, Bob 
Jones, Mike Voigt, and Stephanie 
Willison for all of their hard work, 
getting up early on Sunday and doing 
prep work on Saturday. When you see 
them, express your thanks for the gifts 
they share with us every time we 
gather and eat. 

     I loved hearing what many of you 
like to eat according to your own 
traditions for New Year’s – black eyed 
peas, pancakes, waffles, cheese grits, 
and so on. It’s all about starting off on 
the right foot. For me, starting my day 
(or year) with a full belly of biscuits & 
gravy is pretty darn good. 

     The year stretches out before us 
now, holding infinite possibilities. We 
know it is election season, so our 
minds will be wondering, hoping, and 
thinking about many choices in 
regards to who leads our country, 
state, and city. We will be prayerful 
about the state of our world, 
expecting that natural disasters, 
famine, and war will come. We will be 
eager and ready to move into action as 
God calls us, sharing whatever 
resources we have with those around 
us and across the world. We will likely 
see God in some unexpected and 
expected places as well – art, music, 
strangers, acts of generosity, and 
nature. 

     Who knows what this New Year will 
bring? 



(Cont’d from Cover Page….) 
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DISCIPLES MEN NEWS 
Disciples Men will meet Saturday, January 7th, 
9:00 AM, at Luby’s Cafeteria on Mockingbird 
and Abrams.  All Men are Invited!! 

 
Thank you East Dallas, for your 
support of Mike’s Kids 2011.  Among 
the things we collected and donated 
were 37 banana boxes filled with toys, 
food and clothing, other toys that 
were too large to fit in the banana 
boxes, a 50 pound bag of rice, a 50 

pound bag of beans and a cash donation.  On 
December 14th our donations plus 953 banana 
boxes from other North Texas Area churches 
were loaded on a semi-trailer and transported 
to Los Fresnos for Christmas. 

 

 

     But what I know is this – 

     No matter who is President or Governor or 
Mayor – I follow Christ. 

     No matter the state of the world – I follow 
Christ. 

     No matter the challenges that surround me 
and my family – I follow Christ. 

     And I trust that Christ will lead me in this New 
Year to respond to uncertainty, chaos, and 
hardship (as well as joy, celebration, and new 
life) as faithful as He did – going to those who 
are hungry, thirsty, naked, in jail, and in need. I 
will do my best to respond with compassion, 
especially to those who are my enemy or who 
are different. Wherever Christ goes, there I shall 
follow. 

     May we all hear afresh our call to follow 
Christ in this New Year – grace, peace, and joy 
be with you! 

 Rev. Nathan 

New Elders Ordination, New Deacon 
Installation, & Training  
This Sunday—Jan. 8th 

 

This Sunday, January 8th during the 10:50 
Worship Service we will ordain the new Elders 
and install the new Deacons. As an EDCC 
congregation, we want to celebrate and express 
our gratitude to each of these persons who has 
answered this call to ministry in our faith 
community. Please keep them each in your 
prayers as they begin this important service in 
our congregation. Following the worship service, 
there will be a training session for both new 
Elders and Deacons in the Sanctuary. 

EDCC Has  A New Post Office Box Address 
     The Post Office on Haskell that we have used for 
years will close their doors after the first of the 
year.  We have moved our post office box to the 
Lakewood Post Office Branch located at Swiss Ave. 
and La Vista.   The church can still receive mail at 
the street address of 629 N. Peak, Dallas, TX 75246.  
The new box address for the church is now: 

EDCC, P.O. Box 140009, Dallas, TX 75214-0009. 



FELLOWSHIP CLASS 

Helen Hillbish 
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SANDERS CLASS 

January 1, 2012 

Due to the excused absences of both class reporters, 
a Sanders Class article was not written for this first 
Sunday in 2012.  We have learned, however, that 
there were approximately nineteen Sanderites in  

 

attendance, that John Hearne brought a wonderful 
lesson (as usual), and that visitors included 
Yunkyong Hill and Leslie Butler.  

January 1, 2012 

Happy New Year to all this beautiful Sunday 
morning.  Joe Gilbert accompanied by Akiko 
Nakahara led the class in singing, followed by 
Christine Van Cleave’s sunshine report.  The class 
sang to three birthday celebrants, Ginger Hartman, 
Christine Van Cleave and Hamilton Shaw.  Christine 
asked for prayers for Mamie Barberee with a sinus 
infection, Wes Sanders who is having tests, John 
Kilpatrick in the hospital and June Paulson with a 
cold.  Foy Couch gave a sincere prayer looking back 
over the past year and looking to a new year where 
it is hoped that we can learn to love each other and 
be faithful to our God.  Prez Paula Holland made 
announcements including brunch and service in the 
Great Hall at l0:30am today and the baby shower for 
Micah James next Sunday.   
 

We were again privileged to have David Mitchell as 
our teacher on the subject, “God Watches Over 

Joseph,” from Genesis 39:7-21.  David pointed out 
that Abraham was Joseph’s great-grandfather.  He 
retold the familiar story of how Joseph’s brothers 
first planned to kill him, then sold him into slavery.  
How could he have hope?  Despite everything, 
Joseph rose to prominence in Egypt.  Joseph had an 
encounter with his master Potiphar’s wife which 
caused him to fall out of favor.  But God was 
working and Joseph did not give up hope.  
Remember that God works everything for our good.  
God is in his heaven and all is right with the world.   
 

Paula’s thought for the day, άLǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴŜƳȅ 
and your friend, working together, to hurt you to the 
heart; the one to slander you and the other to get 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 

Flower Calendar 
 

     As we begin this new year, why not look through 
your calendar for dates in which you could remember 
or honor a loved one or a friend by displaying 
beautiful flower arrangements in one of our worship 
services?  All arrangements are first displayed in the 
chapel service and then moved to the sanctuary for 
the 10:50 a.m. service.  The flower arrangements 
cost $75 each and space is provided for two 
arrangments in both the chapel and the sanctuary.  If 
you are interested, please contact Jan or Peggy in the 
church office at 214-824-8185. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=flower+calendar+clipart&view=detail&id=1752353DFC03A2A780E753B24781AC1C7394F06E&first=0&qpvt=flower+calendar+clipart&FORM=IDFRIR
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2012 NORTH TEXAS AREA LEADERSHIP EVENT 
 

 Saturday, January 28, 2012 

 At East Dallas Christian Church 

 òWorship:  What Are We Doing and Why? 

 Speaker:  Dr. Tim Hessel-Robinson 

Tim Hessel-Robinson teaches courses at Brite in Christian spirituality and worship, 
bringing to the classroom a deep desire to integrate the experiential, intellectual and 
ethical dimensions of Christian faith and the practice of ministry.  Ordained in the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) for 17 years, he served as pastor or associate 

pastor at Disciples of Christ congregations in the Kentucky, Northern California, Virginia and the Greater 
Kansas City regions prior to his arrival at Brite.  Tim joined the Brite faculty in the fall of 2006. 

DISCIPLES MEN CHILI COOK-OFF 

& MISSION FAIR 
 

The 3rd Annual Chili 
Cook-Off will be January 
15, 2012, in the 
C o m m u n i t y  R o o m 
following the sanctuary 
service.  We need 
volunteer chili cookers, 
men or women, to cook 

their special chili, whether it is mild, spicy, with 
or without beans, or made of beef, turkey or 
vegan.   Your bean dishes will be graciously 
accepted too!  If you can help, please call Peggy 
at the church to let her know what your dish will 
be. 

 

Your donations will benefit the children’s 
ministry of the church.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Bob  Counts at 972-
475-1599 or rbcounts@verizon.net. 

 

AND — after you eat chili, desserts will be found 
on various tables in the community room where 
our newly elected Department Chairs will be 
sitting, ready to answer any questions you may 
have about their ministry.  This is a time for you 
to volunteer to get involved in one of the many 
areas of our church’s mission. 

COMPASSION ACTION….. 
AS WE BEGIN A NEW YEAR…A MESSAGE 

FROM WEEK OF COMPASSION…. 
 
     Each of you, through incredible generosity, has 
brought relief to someone in what many have 
called a record-breaking year for domestic 
disasters. There are mission stations filling up for 
summer work trips in Joplin, MO, and Tuscaloosa, 
AL, home repairs happening in North Carolina 
and Virginia, and people who had their basic 
needs met—all because of what you offered. 
 
     Each of you has contributed to the steps being 
made in communities in Haiti, as they work to 
rebuild their country and renew one another’s 
hopes. 
 
     Each of you has been part of a response to an 
almost unimaginable humanitarian crisis in the 
Horn of Africa. 
 
     Each of you has responded. Each of you has 
offered your resources, your hope, and you have 
offered you. 
 
     You made Week of Compassion an effective, 
efficient, life-changing ministry in 2011. 
 
     Imagine what we will do together in 2012. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=chili+clipart&view=detail&id=2F3713E494D648AA0AD3049DBC60DFF797BE4F2A&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
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                 A WORD FROM THE WELLNESS MINISTRY 
 

 

Happy New Year Fellow Worshipers: 

     What a year we just had?  You are kind, smart and important Disciples and I feel 
blessed to be a part of a people that love the Lord and other people as yourselves.  As 
you make your resolutions for the 2012 year, I would like to encourage adding yourself to 
your calendar of events.  Title the one event άCƻǊ aȅ DƻƻŘ 5ŀȅΦέ One day each month is 
just for you.  A Day to rest, reflect, meditate, have fun, or whatever works to rejuvenate 
your mind, body and soul.  You will then be surprised how much more energy you have 
the remaining days of the month. 

   

     The results of taking care of YOU will allow you to feel healthy enough to serve others at our Annual 
Blood Drive.  On Sunday, February 12th we will share a part of ourselves that will change the lives of many.  
Staying healthy will ensure that we are able to give “One Unit of Blood” for another person.  Members of 
EDCC have donated over 75 units of blood and have helped to save the lives of twice that number of people 
in only three years. 
 

     This year is especially meaningful for EDCC because the name of our drive is for a wonderful person who 
worked helping to organize the Wellness Ministry. The Blood Drive is now known as the “Annual David Hill 
Blood Drive.” Once again we will “Wear Red, Eat Red, Bring Drugs and Get Bled.”   
 

     For those of you new to this concept … On Sunday, February 12th members are asked to dress or wear 
something in the color “Red”, bring a “Red color” dish for our potluck fellowship meal, bring their “Expired” 
drugs for legal destruction and donate one pint of blood to the Carter Blood Center.  
 

     Our Disciples Room will be transformed into a blood donation site for those donating blood.  On the east 
side of the Great Hall, members will drop off expired medications to the Dallas EPA’s Water Protection staff 
as Pharmacy Tech students from the Texas Tech School of Pharmacy separate the different medicines before 
destruction.  Tables with unique and creative foods in red from appetizer, to main dishes and fantastic 
desserts will make you glad you came. Everyone is encouraged to prepare enough of their dish for at least 20 
people. 
 

     So once again, by doing for you, you will be able to do more for others. Start this January off with a bang, 
so you can be ready to give with that same bang to others in February. 
 

     Email Peggy peggy@edcc.org to schedule your blood donation time (between 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.) 
and to share your “Red” dish for the Potluck Fellowship Meal. 
 

     Also … We need additional members on our Wellness Team.  If you would like to join our team in 2012, 
please let us know.  
 

Stay Healthy to serve in red, 
 

Patricia  



OPPORTUNITIES @ EAST DALLAS  
Regular at EDCC 
 Elder’s Prayer Breakfast - Tuesdays (7 a.m., Disciples Room) 
 Knit Witters - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays (10 a.m., Disciples Room) 
 Praise Team Practice - Tuesdays (5 p.m., Alexander’s Stage) 
 Faith and Grief Luncheon (2nd Thursday of month; Baylor, 12 Noon—1 PM) 
 Bible Study - Wednesdays (10 a..m., Disciples Room) 
 Staff Meeting - Wednesdays (2:00 p.m., Disciples Room) (New Day and Time) 

 
Sunday, January 8 
 8:30 a.m. Worship and Communion, Chapel 
 9:30 a.m. Table Worship, Community Room 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 
 10:10 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 10:50 a.m. Worship and Communion, Sanctuary 
    Elder Ordination and Deacon Installation during service 
 11:30 a.m. High/Middle School Youth Discussion/Communion, Parlor  
 12:00 Noon Elder/Deacon Training, Sanctuary 
 12:15 p.m. Baby Shower for Micah and Nick James, Great Hall 
 12:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Monday, January 9 
 9:00 a.m. ELM Classes Resume 
 6:00 p.m. 2012 Board Orientation and Dinner, Disciples Room 
 
Tuesday, January 10 
 9:00 a.m. ELM Classes 
 6:30 p.m. Amahl Rehearsals, Great Hall 
 6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts meet in Disciples Room (until 7:30 p.m.) 
 7:30 p.m. Faith in the City Pub Night 
 
Wednesday, January 11 
 9:00 a.m. ELM Classes 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting  
 6:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
    Amahl Rehearsals, Great Hall 
 
Thursday, January 12 
 9:00 a.m. ELM Classes 
 6:30 p.m. Amahl Rehearsals, Great Hall 
 
Sunday, January 15 
 8:30 a.m. Worship and Communion, Chapel 
 9:30 a.m. Table Worship, Community Room 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 
 10:10 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 10:50 a.m. Worship and Communion, Sanctuary 
 11:30 a.m. High/Middle School Youth Discussion/Communion, Parlor 
 12:00 Noon Chili Cook-Off and Mission Fair, Community Room 
 2:00 p.m. Amahl Rehearsals, Great Hall 
 
Monday, January 16 
 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday, Church Offices Closed 
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ELDERS SERVING  
THIS SUNDAY—JAN. 8, 2012 

Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ  Ʌ 

Presiding: Jackie Andrews  
Cup: Janie Autz 
Loaf: Mary Jean Miles 
Chapel & Table: Bob Counts 
Fowler: Jerry Davis 
Preparation:  John Ogren 
 and Wendy Ogren 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
- - - - - - - - - - 

Stephanie Curtiss 5th 

Mariah Glasener 5th 

Isaiah Ogren 5th 

Christine Van Cleave 5th 

Hamilton Shaw 6th 

Jimmy Hayes 7th 

Jack Brown 8th 

Jo Bramlett 13th 

Rob Carson 14th 

Chuck Brewer 15th 

Luke Nakahara 16th 

Beth Wells 16th 

Jolie Stratton 17th 

Visitors 
Sunday, December 25, 2011 

- - - - - - - - 
Louise Jones 
Glenn and Susan Caver 
Bill and Nyla Morgan 
Karen and Katie O’Bryan 
Ima Lenderman 
Jeanne Joseph 
Montgomery Box 
Lorene Smith 
Amy Brown 
Bennett Raymond 
Antonio Moon 
Calvin Smith 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2012 
- - - - - - - 

Ima Lenderman 
Montgomery Box 
Susan Mosty 

Scripture Readers 

- - - - - - - - - 

January 8th Pat Paulson 

January 15th Patricia Maples 

January 22nd Bob McKelvy 

January 29th Jerry Davis 
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EDCC JOYS & CONCERNS 

CONCERNS 
Pray for those in our Church Family: 
 Our prayers have been with Jules and Alberto Martinez and Greg Byrne at the passing of Jules’ father, Jerry Hill 
 Flo Philpot 
 Lucille and Jack Cannon 
 Jean Bainbridge 
 Robbie Brawner 
 Bob Stough 
 Bobbette Hedick 
 Bonnie Dussau 
 Jimmy Hayes 
 John Kilpatrick 
 Brenda Jones 
 Raymond and Eleanor Tolentino traveling to the Philippines 
Pray for those Outside our Congregation: 
 Special prayers for the homeless in our community 
 David Mitchell’s father 
 Family of Bill Sparkman 
 Ron Joplin and Diane Joplin 
 Mary Ann Cheek 
 Berniece Williams 
 Bob Stalcup 
 Larry Kelly 
 Danny Damon, brother of Peggy McCurdy 
 Jim Self 
 Rev. Jack and Stephanie Knox, who recently lost their baby 
 Lisa Bleything  
Pray for Ongoing Concerns in our Congregation, including: 
 Dorothy Pike 
Pray for Ongoing Concerns Outside our Congregation, including: 
 Bill James 
Pray for those Serving in the Military, especially: 
 John Michael Calhoun 
Pray for Those Seeking Employment, including 
 Myra Trejo 
Pray for our Limited Activity Members, including: 
 Elizabeth Galyon 
Pray for our Ministries, including: 
  Performances of “Amahl and the Night Visitors” 

Each Tuesday from 7-9 a.m., a group of EDCC elders gathers for prayer.   From wherever you may be during this time period, 
the elders invite you to join them in prayer, using this prayer list or your own.   

 

JOYS 
Celebrating and giving thanks for: 
 All the world’s youth, represented by Melanie Glasener 
 Our young adults away at college or in town, including Robert McCarthy 
 We shared a wonderful Advent season preparing for the coming of Jesus Christ and came together on Christmas Eve for 

a beautiful service filled with prayer, song, anticipation and communion. 
 Delighted that Steve Holley’s family continued their tradition of sharing Christmas Eve with Steve’s EDCC family. 
 With Christmas Day falling on Sunday, we came together again for a very special worship service giving thanks for the 

coming of Emmanuel and praising God that He has a place for each of us.  (Rev. Deborah shared the Christmas Story 
with the children of the church in a time she entitled “God Has a Special Place for Me.” 

 Heard that Jordan Glasener received an engagement ring. 
 It was wonderful to see everyone “Home for Christmas” as well as visitors, family and friends. 
 On Sunday, New Year’s Day, our special worship service included a wonderful all-church New Year’s Day brunch! 
 We thank Jim Frenzel for the story he shared with the elders of the work of a young Christian minister in Nigeria. 
 Congratulations to the Eubank family who recently celebrated their 50th year of mission ministry in Thailand! 
 Fowler’s new CEO 

Memorial Gifts 

December 11 & 18, 2011 
 

    In Memory of Catherine Ingram Doyle 

 Gretchen Henry – Undesignated Memorial Gift 

 Carl and Tricia Ray – Music Concert  Series Fund 

 Susan Mustard – Undesignated Memorial Gift 

  

    In Memory of David Hill 

 Mrs. David Hill – Undesignated Memorial Gift  

 Jane Evans – Undesignated Memorial Gift 

 

    In Memory of Donna Bird  

 Barbara Branum – Undesignated Memorial Gift 

 

    In Honor of Mr. Bill Hooper 

 Dorothy Jane Higgins – EDCC Share Pantry Program 

             Fund 



 

Rev. Deborah Morgan-Stokes 

Senior Minister 
 

Rev. Nathan Hill 

Minister of Church Life 
 

Keith Critcher 

Minister of Music and Worship 
 

Rev. Micah James 

Minister of Youth 
 

Rev. Patricia Maples 

Parish Wellness Minister 
 

Janie Autz 

Director of Outreach Ministry 
 

Raymond Tolentino 

Business Administrator 
 

Peggy McCurdy 

Program Coordinator 
 

Dr. Amy Stewart 

Organist 
 

Rev. Douglass Anne Cartwright 

Table Ministry Intern 
 

Jan Sloan 

Secretary 
 

Courtney Morgan 

Building Superintendent 
 

Phoebe Gonzales 

Head Custodian 
 

Damaso Luna 

Security  
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SUNDAY SERVICES  
  8:30 A.M. - Chapel 
  9:30 A.M. - Alexander’s  Stage  
10:50 A.M. - Sanctuary 
 

Sunday School for ALL ages at 9:30 A.M. 

629 N. Peak St.   
Dallas, TX  75246 
(214) 824 - 8185 

ö 
PO Box 140009 

Dallas, TX  75214-0009 
www.edcc.org 

A Congregation of the Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ) of the U.S. and Canada 

Church Newsletter 
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An opera in one act by Gian Carlo Menotti 
with an original English libretto by the 

composer.  Produced as part of the East 
Dallas  Christian Church Concert Series.  

 
 

Wednesday, January 18th at 7:30 PM 

Friday, January 20th at 7:30 PM 

Saturday, January 21st at 3:00 PM 

East Dallas Christian Church Great Hall 

 
 

Adult Ticket:  $12.00    Children under 12:  $6.00  
 

All performances will be in the Great Hall at East Dallas Christian Church, 
 629 N. Peak St., Dallas, TX 75246 www.edcc.org  214-824-8185. 

Feel free to call the church office with any questions you may have. 
 

Tickets may be purchased online at https://www.wepay.com/events/amahl 

https://www.wepay.com/events/amahl

