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SUNDAY, 

DECEMBER 11, 2011 

 Rev. Deborah Morgan-Stokes 

Preaching 

8:30 am ɂ Chapel 

9:30 am ɂ The Table 

10:50 am ɂ Sanctuary 

 

SERMON 
Ȱ4ÈÅ !ÎÇÅÌ ÁÎÄ *ÏÓÅÐÈȱ 

 

SCRIPTURE 
Matthew 1:18 ɂ25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q uestion:  Which have you 
heard more as background 
music accompanying you 

during these days of AdventτAngels 
singing or Elvis crooning?   
 
     hǳǊ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ !ƴƎŜƭǎ 
ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘέ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
ŀǘǘǳƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ άƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ Ƙƻǎǘǎ 
ǎƛƴƎ !ƭƭŜƭǳƛŀΣέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊƻƭ Silent Night 
ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
found ourselves mindlessly humming 
at Walmart or Walgreens or in the 
elevators of downtown skyscrapers 

songs like Joy to the World or Rocking 
Around the Christmas Tree. 
 
     .ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ LΩǾŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 
ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƳƛƴƎ 9ƭǾƛǎΩ Blue 
Christmas at odd times during the day. 
You remember how Elvis sang it, with 
his silky, rich baritone voice almost 
dripping with tears:   I'll have a Blue 
Christmas without you.   I'll be so blue 
just thinking about you.  Decorations 
of red on a green Christmas tree.  
Won't be the same dear, if you're not 
here with me. 
 
     I started humming it last week after 
our North Texas Area Advent Worship 
service at Juliette Fowler Homes which 
was offered specifically for clergy to 
help spiritually focus us for the Advent 
season. 

Continued on Page 2 

 

Disciples Women All -Church Christmas Party  
Tuesday, December 13  
11:00 A.M. --  1:30 P.M.  

At the home of Joe and Nancy Stalcup  
7528 Benedict Dr. ð Dallas, TX 75214  

 

This popular annual event is a social occasion and also a fund-raiser for 
our women's work in the church and community.   We look forward to 
seeing you. 
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Rev. Deb 

     During the service, our Area Minister, Larry Ross, 
shared his reflection of how he realized how much 
he had forgotten about the wonder of Christmas 
when he spent a Sunday in worship with his 3-year 
old granddaughter.  Her oohs and aahs at the 
Chrismon tree and the sanctuary lighting helped him 
to see again the sacred awe of this season from the 
eyes of a childτsomething that we lose as we age. 
   
     He challenged us as clergy not to get caught up in 
ǘƘŜ άōǳǎȅ-ƴŜǎǎέ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ !ŘǾŜƴǘ 
activities and distracted by year-end church 
business so that we forget to experience the 
wonder of Advent and Christmas for ourselves. 
 
     !ǎ L ǎŀǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ [ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ-provoking 
ǎŜǊƳƻƴΣ L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎȅ-ness of the 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƛƳƳŜŘ !ŘǾŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ 
for me. 
 
     LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
so many of our church families are facing that has 
dimmed the hopeful wonderτespecially at this time 
of yearτfor you. 
 
     As we prepared for our Service of Remembrance 
this year,    
¶ I have spent time in prayer for all of you who 

have lost a beloved spouseτyour life 
partnerτfor whom life seems so much 
emptier this holiday season; 

¶ I have spent time in prayer for all of you who 
have lost a beloved parent or who are having 
to care for your ailing parents, changing the 
dynamics of this season from joy to hardship; 

¶ I have spent time in prayer for all of you who 
are struggling with children who are lostτ
those who have made poor choices for 
themselves and their future; those who have 
lost the wonder of life, much less Christmas; 

¶ I have spent time in prayer for all of you who 
are feeling the instability of this global 
economyτso many of us are without jobs this 
Christmas.   

     .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ άƭƻǎǎŜǎέ ǎŜŜƳ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ 9ƭǾƛǎ ŎǊƻƻƴƛƴƎ Blue 
Christmas  a lot as background music to my prayers. 

     hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƻǳǊ 
Angel Songs so much this year.  We need to balance 
ƻǳǊ ά.ƭǳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ 

άIŀǊƪΗέ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊŀƭŘ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ǎƛƴƎΣ 
άDƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴ YƛƴƎΤ 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘΦέ 
Joyful, all ye nations rise; 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΦ 
άIŀǊƪΗέ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊŀƭŘ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ǎƛƴƎΣ 
άDƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴ YƛƴƎΦέ 
 

     Furthermore, I think we also need to remember 
especially at Christmas that Christ was born for a 
purposeτto teach us, show us, remind us that 
Christmas blues and life losses are not everlasting. 
 
     What is eternal is the Good News message from 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴƎΦ 
 
     I know it might sound a little odd to play this at 
²ŀƭƳŀǊǘ ƻǊ ²ŀƭƎǊŜŜƴǎ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ 
December (if not at all), but maybe if we hum it to 
ourselves, we can find our way through the dark 
days of Christmas challenges and into the light of 
New Life that is the Promise of Christ-masτ/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
birth! 
 

 That song goes something like this: 
 
L ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ ǊƛǎŜƴ {ŀǾƛƻǊΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΤ 
I know that he is living, whatever others say. 
I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer, 
!ƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ L ƴŜŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴŜŀǊΦ 
 
άI9 [L±9{Σ I9 [L±9{Σ /IwL{¢ W9{¦{ [L±9{ 
TODAY! 

HE WALKS WITH ME AND TALKS WITH ME 
![hbD [LC9Ω{ b!wwh² ²!¸Φ 

HE LIVES, HE LIVES, SALVATION TO IMPART! 

YOU ASK ME HOW I KNOW HE LIVES? 

I9 [L±9{ ²L¢ILb a¸ I9!w¢Ηέ 

 
      Sharing the season with youτblue, green, red 
and rainbowτblessed to see the wonder of the 
WHOLE story! 



FELLOWSHIP CLASS 
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SANDERS CLASS 

Judy Garrett 

     There is no Fellowship Class report for December 4, 2011.      

December 4, 2011 
 Bravo! to all those who braved the weather and 

the marathon-blocked streets. We were lucky today 

to have Carolyn Frenzel at the piano, accompanying 

Les Findley (who was in great voice). After 

recognizing our guest, Cynthia Cannon, President 

Bob Fegraeus reminded us that there will be no 

Sunday School classes or early service on Christmas 

day, so there should be a good crowd at the 11:00 

service on December 25th. 

 

 Lucille Cannon in her care report told us that 

Mildred Gilbert remains in rehab, and Kate Bell 

returned to rehab at Autumn Leaves. Leon Kirk has 

been admitted to Baylor, and our prayers are with 

Leon and Linda as they face the latest challenges. 

We hear that Brice Campbell may join us in class 

soon, which is great news. 

 

 Looking and sounding strong, John Hearne gave 

our lesson today explaining the story of Abram and 

Sara(i) and their journey from Ur to the land of 

Canaan. Although they were established in their 

homeland, God instructed them to become 

sojourners, camping as they traveled. Their faith was 

tested, but Abram continued trying to please God, 

and God promised rewards for the sacrifices that 

they were making. Martin Luther was quoted as 

saying, "With Abram, a new world began." But 

Abram wasn't always obedient (he was human, after 

all). One lesson for us to learn from their story is, 

"God doesn't shine more light on our path until 

we're obedient to the light we've received." 

  

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 

On Sunday during the 
Sanctuary service we 
welcomed Jerri and Chris 
Brooks by transfer of 
membership from West 
Mesa Christian Church in Rio 
Rancho, New Mexico.  Their 
son, Logan, has been 
attending regularly since fall 
Bible School. The family 
resides at 10420 Esta Buena 
Drive, Dallas 75218; 
telephone 213 403 9836.  

Elizabeth Raymond, niece of David Hamer, comes 
by transfer of her membership from Garland 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witness. Elizabeth resides 
at 449 S. Barnes Drive, #220, Garland, 75042; 
telephone 994 0430; email eraymond@gmx.com. 



East Dallas Christian Church 

2011 ADVENT WORKSHOP WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!!! 
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                                  COMPASSION ACTIONéANGEL TREE UPDATE  
 

 

Thank you everyone for taking the remaining angels. All 50 angels will 
receive gifts! 
 

Your gifts are to be unwrapped.  Please bring them in a shopping bag with 
the documentation attached that outreach gave to you upon choosing 
your angel. Gifts must be here no later than Sunday,  December 11.  Santa 
will be here at our Christmas Lunch to receive the gifts.   
 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎƛŦǘΣ ƻǊ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƛŦǘǎ ȅƻǳ 
give.   We just want every child to receive a gift this Christmas. 
 

Contact Janie Autz in the church office if you have questions. 

The choir from Robert E. Lee Elementary School here in Dallas,  under the 
direction of Choir Director, Joni Singer,  performed for the residents at Juliette 

Fowler Homes. 

Rev. Micah James leads an interesting discussion with 
�}�µ�Œ���Ç�}�µ�v�P���‰���}�‰�o�������µ�Œ�]�v�P�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•���D�}�u���v�š���]�v���š�Z����

Sanctuary Service. 

�D�]�l���[�•���<�]���•���D�]�v�]�•�š�Œ�Ç 
 

There is a definite shortage of toy 
gifts this year!  ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
consider bringing a new or gently 
used toy to place in one of the many 
ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ aƛƪŜΩǎ YƛŘǎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
Boxes located in the hallways of East 
5ŀƭƭŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΚ  aƛƪŜΩǎ YƛŘǎ 
is and continues to be a very 
ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊέ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ [ƻǎ CǊŜǎƴƻǎΣ 
TX.  THIS SUNDAY, DEC. 11TH IS THE 
LAST DAY TO BRING YOUR GIFTS! 


